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My son, if you receive my words and treasure my commands, 

Turning your ear to wisdom, inclining your heart to understanding; 

Yes, if you call to intelligence, and to understanding raise your voice; 

If you seek her like silver, and like hidden treasures search her out: 

Then will you understand the fear of the LORD; the knowledge of God you will find; 

For the LORD gives wisdom, from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 

He has counsel in store for the upright, he is the shield of those who walk honestly, 

Guarding the paths of justice, protecting the way of his pious ones. 

Then you will understand rectitude and justice, honesty, every good path;

                                                                                                                Psalm 34

Then Peter said to him in reply, "We have given up everything and followed you. What will there be for us?" Jesus said to them, "Amen, I say to you that you who have followed me, in the new age, when the Son of Man is seated on his throne of glory, will yourselves sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands for the sake of my name will receive a hundred times more, and will inherit eternal life. 
Don’t cha love Peter?   He took the words right out of my mouth.     What will there be for us?  What am I gonna get out of this?   Jesus says, OK, in the new age, when the Kingdom comes, you’ll be with me.   And your payback will be 100-fold.  
That may have satisfied Peter, for he wasn’t much of a Scripture scholar at the time.  He didn’t cross reference these words of Jesus with other citations of Jesus preaching the about of the kingdom, the reign of God.  (MT 4:23)  When Jesus said to “seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,” he was of course talking about living in the reign of God now, not about hoping to die soon.  (Matthew 6:33)   He told the disciples to go out and proclaim that ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.   (Matthew 10:7)
We modern day Christians are more used to thinking about God’s reign here and now, and God’s reign in heaven, maybe because we pray several times a day: Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
The Kingdom not yet, and the Kingdom here and now.  Like Peter, we want to believe in the Kingdom to come after death, as the final judgment and the final recompense for giving our lives to Christ.   But do we also have the strength to believe in the reality of the Kingdom right here?
The Rule of Benedict is all about the Kingdom now.  Yes, Benedict structures monastic life so that we can save our souls and join Peter and the rest of the saints in the Kingdom to come.   But the foundational image of Benedictine life is that of the ideal Christian Community spoken of in the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 4).   The amazing love which the new Christians had for one another was a sign to the world that this Jesus really was the Son of God.    

In the prologue, Benedict invites us to dwell in the tent of that kingdom, a tent, a temporary home modeled on the eternal Kingdom of peace and love.  The Rule is a guide to Kingdom-living here and now.  The school of the Lord’s service teaches us a way to live a Kingdom-life that expands our hearts with joy, and is a witness to the world.   Monastic life is a light on a lamp stand, a mustard seed, a city built on a hill, even as many of our monasteries crown hilltops and river bluffs.  A community of women living the Benedictine ideal is counter to our culture today, just as it was in the early centuries of the Church.
Built on Gospel Wisdom, foreshadowed by the book of Proverbs (which was our first reading), Benedict creates a community:
· Where everyone bears an equal burden of service, and all -- no matter the differences in family background, rank, age, or education -- are treated with equal respect. (ch 2), 
· Where the leaders follow the example of the Good Shepherd and are servant-leaders, centuries before the business world created that model.
· Where being humble is more important than getting ahead
· Where the best tools -- the Tools of Good Works – are loving service to humanity, inside and beyond the community.
I sometimes wonder about the vision Benedict had before his death:  when “the whole world, gathered together, under one beam of the sun, was presented before his eyes.”  I wonder if he saw the world as God sees it.  I wonder if he saw what the world would be like if the reign of God on earth was lived as it will be in heaven -- How the world might/would be changed through the ages -- by groups of monastics living the Christ-life together. 

As we celebrate the Feast of Benedict’s passing [from the Kingdom on earth to the Kingdom in heaven],  we are challenged to let our light shine, to let the way we live together be something that attracts people to Christ by its integrity and its joy.   The world is looking for something more, but is looking in all the wrong places.   We, like the apostles, have good news to share.






