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Sacred Heart Monastery, Yankton, S.D.

April 2009

               Sr. Joelle Bauer, Oblate Director       (605) 668-6009       e-mail: jbauer@mtmc.edu

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Oblates,

     Today is a beautiful sunny day which is a sign of hope in the Resurrections and New Life that we celebrate in our upcoming Easter.  If you have the opportunity to spend time with family and friends enjoy the renewal of those relationships.  

     It is getting very close to our Yankton Oblation Ceremony.  At the last meeting we reviewed our “Oblate Way of Life” and copies were provided for each person present.  I will be including these copies with the Newsletter.  I encourage each of you to spend some quiet time reflecting on what it means for you to be an Oblate.  It would be good to write down your reflections for your personal use throughout the year. You do not need to submit them.  Taking this time is a good way to prepare for your renewal, entrance to become an Oblate Novice, or make Final Oblation.  When you make Final Oblation you become an Oblate for life.  There may come a time in your life when you are an inactive Oblate because of other commitments, disability, or inability to participate as fully as you once did in the Oblate Way of Life, but you are still an Oblate.  Please let me know where you are being called at this time in your life in regard to being an Oblate.  I have several people who have responded, but some who have not.  There is a form attached for you to respond if you don’t have email.  

     As I look forward to Easter I “jumped ahead” to the reflection for Sunday in Daily Reflections for Lent: Not by Bread Alone 2010 by Jay Cormeir.  He tells us that in the poem “The Wreck of the Deutschland,” by Gerard Manley Hopkins, “Hopkins uses “easter” as a verb; a nautical term, to “easter” means to steer a craft eastward, into the light.
     Easter as a verb ---- not just the name of this great festival we begin [Sunday], not just the mystery of God’s redemptive love that the gospel can barely articulate, but Easter as something we think, something we feel, something we do. 
     “ Let us easter in us”, that we may live in the light of His compassion, peace, justice, and forgiveness. “Let us easter in us”, that we may be a healer like Him, a teacher like Him, a foot washer like Him. “Let us easter in us,” that we may bear our crosses for one another as He bore His cross for us. “Let us easter in us”, that we may, at the end of our voyage, “easter” in Him.”  During this Easter season let us ask,  “How do I Easter in the busy-ness of my everyday life?”  May this Easter be a time of becoming Easter people!










God bless,










Sr. Joelle




Next meeting:   
     April 18th  at 1:00 p.m. in Bishop Marty Chapel.  This will be our annual Oblation Ceremony.  There will be refreshments in the Chapter Room following prayer and the Oblation Ceremony.

        Note:  There will be one more meeting in May before summer vacation.

oblation ceremony

     The ceremony for receiving a novice, final oblation and renewal of oblation is Sunday, April 18th at 1:00 p.m. –our regular Oblate meeting.  The Oblation Ceremony will be during mid-day prayer in Bishop Marty Chapel. A reception will follow in the Chapter Room. Please return the following form by April 14th or contact me by phone or email.

******************************************************************************************
I will ________ I will not be present _______ for the April 18th   Oblation Ceremonies at 1:00 p.m. 

I request that I be received as a novice oblate _____ make final oblation _______  renew oblation _______

     Please be present in the chapel by 12:45. 

******************************************************************************************
Rule of Benedict:  Chap. 50-72

     As I looked at the readings for the month of April Chapter 59 on “The Offering of Children by Nobles, or by the Poor” invited me to further pursue what the spirit of Benedict was when he wrote this chapter.  Having heard about the recent situation in Haiti involving children for adoption, when I first glance at this title I can become apprehensive.  As I reflect on the chapter, I need to keep in perspective the culture of the time when the Rule was written.  At this time it was a common practice for parents to dedicate their children to God, with the belief that they and their child were assured salvation. Only at the Council of Trent did the church define a legal age for profession. 

     In this chapter Benedict does emphasis the equality of all people, whether rich or poor – all are to be treated the same. No one is to be considered greater because of wealth, status or any other difference in life.  This is something worthy of our mediation in thinking about how we treat people of different monetary income, status, religion or race. 
     In the book The Rule of Benedict: Insights for the Ages, Joan Chittister tells us that this chapter is dedicated to commitment and the spirituality of the long haul.  “The fact is that when the full realization of what we have promised begins to dawn on us, it is often more common to come to dubious terms with the demise of the commitment than it is to quit it.  We marry in haste and then, as the years go by, we find ourselves starting to live life to two different parts of the house.  We promise to spend more time with the children but read in the car while they play in the park.  We take a job as night security guard and to sleep at the desk.  Benedict wants to avoid that kind of silent erosion of zeal by binding both the child who is being given and the parent who does the giving, to the promise to let the thing go on being what it set out to be.”  These are appropriate reflections to ponder as you prepare for Oblation Sunday.  
Prayer Requests
· +Sr. Kevin’s nephew, Steve Munro
· +Sr. Penny’s aunt, Ruth
· +Sr. Sarah’s father, Herman Schulz
· +Sr. Enid’s sister, Mary Roberts
· +Sr. Evangeline’s nephew, Jerry Weber
· +Sr. Louise Marie’s brother-in-law, Michael Kessler
· Fr. Mel Patton, monastery Care Center chaplain who returned to his monastery in St. Meinrad
· For those who will become novices, make final oblation and renew their commitment to the Oblate Way of Life
· For vocations to the religious life, remembering Sacred Heart Monastery
MONASTERY Happenings in March

· Srs. Jennifer, Penny and Mildred attend a workshop on leadership transition in Maryland
· The council member and the system members of Avera Health met recently in Sioux Falls
· Sr. Rosemarie Maly attended a Stewardship Conference in Wichita, Kansas.  She also traveled to Chicago with 12 students from Kearney State for a Spring Break Service Trip. 
· Sr. Ann Kessler was among the MMC Lancer 2010 Hall of Fame class for her athletic contributor and fan.
· Sr. Joyce Streff attended the NACC Conference, Winds of Change: Spirit of Promise, in St. Paul, Mn
· Several Sisters attended an open house to help celebrate the 60th wedding anniversary of Sr. Maribeth’s parents, Marivon and Bob Wenzlaff
· Jason Erickson recently started work as the monastery mechanic.  Our former mechanic, Warren Haas is going part time
· Srs. Barbra M. and Eileen O. have been involved in On-Campus retreats at Augustana and the University of Sioux Falls
· The confirmation team, Srs. Anna, Carol and Kathleen Courtney shared Confirmation retreats at the Cathedral in Sioux Fall, Sacred Heart, St. Boniface and St. Joseph Cluster in Sioux City; and St. Agnes in Vermillion
· The community night in March consisted of a prayerful power-point on the Stations of the Cross
· Sr. Virginia P. recently spoke to a local Gardeners Groups at the Yankton Community Library with a focus on the monastery garden
· Many sisters joined staff members for “Breaking Bread” at ASHH as a way of celebrating the feast of  St. Benedict.
· Sr. Mary Kay attended a CHA meeting on sponsorship in St. Louis
· Sr. Jeanne R. spoke to a group of men and women at a Lenten luncheon at the First Presbyterian Church in Sioux City on the Liturgy of the Hours. 
Next meeting:  

        
  Sunday, April 18th  – Oblation Ceremony                               
  1:00 p.m. in Bishop Memorial Chapel - please arrive by 12:45 p.m. 
        A reception will follow hosted by Sacred Heart Monastery

Have a Joy-filled Easter!
You are welcome to join us for any of our liturgies in Bishop Marty Chapel during Holy Week –

Holy Thursday – 7:15 p.m.

Good Friday – 3:00 p.m.
Holy Saturday Vigil and Mass – 8:30 p.m.










(this begins outside with the Easter fire)

 LOH  Thursday  8:30 a.m. 

Good Friday  8:30 a.m. – no evening prayer on Good Friday

Holy Saturday  8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
           Easter Sunday   9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
